PUBLISHER LETTER

Spreading the Love for
Our Ag Community
FEBRUARY IS NOTED as the month of love, and if there is one thing we
can proudly say we here at Central Florida Ag News love, it’s our agriculture
community! That is why we make it our goal to produce current, local, and
relevant stories for free, and be “the voice of agriculture for our region.”
This month it’s all about showing our love for the infamous red berry
everyone adores— the Florida Strawberry, while highlighting ways local
youth can become involved in agriculture.
In this edition, you’ll find the story behind the face of Florida’s favorite
winter berry— Strawberry Sue, as well as an industry update. We spoke
with local growers to talk about the recent freezing temperatures we have
had so far and what is to be expected this harvest season.
In our ag community section, you’ll find some awesome photos from
our Central Florida Farm Tour, which was held in January. Make sure to
mark your calendars for March 17 so you can join in on the next tour, if you
missed this one.
If you’re looking for the perfect day to spend celebrating (and eating)
Florida strawberries, well boy are you in for a treat! On our AgriShopper
page, we have the perfect plans already mapped out for you. From picking

• New greening-tolerant rootstocks
and varieties now available
• Largest screened commercial
citrus nursery in the US
• DNA tested true-to-type citrus
varieties and rootstocks available
• Now contracting for
2017–2018

PEACHES
• Licensed grower of low chill
peaches on Flordaguard and
MP-29 rootstocks
• Low chill varieties ideal for central
and south Florida climates

• Now contracting for
2017-2018

your own berries and getting to know the
farmers, to spending the evening sipping on a strawberry
lager while enjoying downtown Tampa, we have some great ideas for
supporting local agribusinesses while enjoying strawberries on page 25.
If you try out any of the recipes our food editor, Trent Rowe, has cooked
up for us in this edition’s Recipe Spotlight, make sure to let us know. We
enjoy hearing from you, our readers, and what you think of the stories and
recipes we feature.
Before I give too much away, enjoy the magazine for yourself. Thanks
for reading folks, we truly do appreciate the support we have gotten over
the years and look forward to serving our agriculture community for many
more to come. ag

orange crop in 73 years was predicted.
Citrus growers who must finance to
replant are getting a tax break from
The January orange forecast of 46 million
Uncle Sam.
boxes is down 33 percent from last year.
I urge you to take advantage of this
Uncle Sam is giving struggling citrus
opportunity. Our industry has been battling
growers a much-needed break. As citrus
growers battle greening – in the wake of
greening since it was discovered in South
Hurricane Irma last September – it comes at
Florida in 2005 – and replanting is playing
by Phillip Rucks
an important role in its survival.
a critical time.
Production has plummeted from more than 13
Growers can now deduct the full cost of replanting
lost or damaged citrus in the first year, even when they
million tons in 1996-97 to 4 million tons in 2015-16.
bring in investors to finance replanting. In the past,
Because greening reduces the quality of citrus and
eventually kills the trees, replanting with new varieties
growers had to depreciate the deduction over 14 years
more likely to survive and produce has been necessary.
if they didn’t pay the full cost themselves.
Growers also have been boosting yields by planting at
To be eligible, the grower must own at least 50
percent of the replants.
a higher tree density per acre.
With no guaranteed solutions to Huanglongbing
Rep. Vern Buchanan, R-FL, District 16, a Longboat
or HLB, replanting is an important strategy to
Key resident avid about tax reform, has been working
enable growers to hang on until better strategies are
to gain support for the measure. His Emergency Citrus
Disease Response Act was tacked onto the new tax
developed – or a cure is found.
bill passed by Congress just days after the worst
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Greening Update: New Law Offers Tax Break to
Struggling Citrus Growers

CITRUS

• Licensed for new released
varieties

NELSON KIRKLAND, Publisher

EUCALYPTUS
WINDBREAKS

• Hardy versatile tree that can
grow nearly 40 ft in three years
• Provides crop protection from
wind and disease
• Reduces soil loss, nutrition loss,
agricultural chemical drift and
irrigation loss
• Now contracting for
2017–2018

PONGAMIA
• Produce oilseed bearing
nuts used for bioenergy and
animal feed
• Drought resistant and saline
tolerant “drop-in” crop
• No known major production
related diseases or pests
• Grows on under-productive
land
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