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Every year, the Blueberry Roundup Edition of Central Florida Ag News
gives is a great chance to talk to local farmers and growers about the good
and the bad that came with this year’s blueberry harvest. We can hear directly
from those who are in the fields and working long hours to produce Florida
blueberries. Blueberries are becoming an increasingly popular crop in Central
Florida and throughout the state as growers are looking to diversify crops.
In this edition, you will read about a local farm who has done just that. Our
Q&A with Tom West Family Farms talks about their switch from citrus to
blueberries and how the transition has been thus far.
Despite pollination, pest, and environmental issues like Hurricane
Irma, overall blueberry production statewide saw a slight increase this year
compared in 2017. Growers across the state experienced obstacles during
this year’s harvest, yet conventional blueberry shipments saw an almost 3
percent increase. The stat is a bit misleading though since 2017 was a tough
year for Florida Blueberry Growers here in Central Florida, essentially here in

TAP Update: New Rule Offers More Help to Replant Citrus

CITRUS
• New greening-tolerant rootstocks
and varieties now available
• Largest screened commercial
citrus nursery in the US
• DNA tested true-to-type citrus
varieties and rootstocks available
• Now contracting for
2018–2019

PEACHES
• Licensed grower of low chill
peaches on Flordaguard and
MP-29 rootstocks
• Low chill varieties ideal for central
and south Florida climates
• Licensed for new released
varieties
• Now contracting for
2018-2019

USDA’s Farm Service Agency. Those funds,
There is good news for citrus growers who
offered through its new 2017 Wildfires and
want to replant: relaxed TAP program rules can
Hurricanes Indemnity Program, bring disaster
double reimbursement.
More financial help now is available for
aid to more than $3 billion.
Central Florida citrus growers who want to
According to the U.S. National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, there were 16
replant eligible trees after Hurricane Irma.
separate, billion dollar disasters in 2017. Almost
Through the Emergency Assistance for
by Phillip Rucks
Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-raised Fish
eight percent of the population, or more than
Program (ELAP), the U.S. Department of Agriculture
25 million people, were affected.
The Bartow-based citrus cooperative Florida Citrus
has budgeted $34 million to help farmers and ranchers
Mutual, which has been seeking the TAP changes,
recover from natural disasters in 2017. For those
looking to replace eligible trees, there’s help through the
has been working with the industry and government
nationwide Tree Assistance Program known as TAP.
leaders to obtain disaster relief. Mike Sparks, FCM’s
executive vice president and chief executive officer,
The Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 removed
will give a report on hurricane assistance at the Florida
restrictions limiting payments through the program,
while increasing the acreage cap. For growers, that
Citrus Industry Annual Conference June 13-15 at Hyatt
means reduced costs to replant and a speedier recovery
Regency Coconut Point, Bonita Springs. The conference
will include information about the battle against citrus
from losses.
greening and a grower panel.
Growers are now eligible for partial reimbursement
You won’t want to miss it. Register at FCM’s website,
on up to 1,000 acres per program year, which is double
the previous amount.
flcitrusmutual.com. Hotel registrations, which are
separate, can be made by calling (888) 421-1442. A
The ELAP funding comes on the heels of a $2.36
Florida Citrus Mutual group rate is available.
billion allotment recently announced through
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Central Florida it was back to back tough
years. Our Blueberry Recap Feature goes
into more detail about this year’s harvest
as we talk blueberries with local growers, harvesters, and
packinghouse owners.
Finally, we can’t forget about the watermelons. Florida watermelons
account for 18 percent of the total watermelon market value in the U.S. We
have an extremely informative story on the history of watermelon’s in Florida
as well as some fun and easy summer tips for watermelon snacks in this
edition’s From the Editor’s Desk.
It is always a pleasure to cover Florida blueberries and the Blueberry
Roundup Edition is one of my favorite Ag News publications every year.
Thank you for reading this edition of Central Florida Ag News and I hope you
find it as informative and enjoyable as I did. ag

EUCALYPTUS
WINDBREAKS

• Hardy versatile tree that can
grow nearly 40 ft in three years
• Provides crop protection from
wind and disease
• Reduces soil loss, nutrition loss,
agricultural chemical drift and
irrigation loss
• Now contracting for
2018–2019

PONGAMIA
• Produce oilseed bearing
nuts used for bioenergy and
animal feed
• Drought resistant and saline
tolerant “drop-in” crop
• No known major production
related diseases or pests
• Grows on under-productive
land
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